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WORCESTER TOWNSHIP
WORCESTER TOWNSHIP BOARD OF SUPERVISORS

WORCESTER TOWNSHIP COMMUNITY HALL
FAIRVIEW VILLAGE, PA

WEDNESDAY FEBRUARY 21, 2007 7:30 P.M.

LRA PUBLIC PRESENTATION BY SUSAN CAUGHLAN

8:30 P.M. John Harris gave history of the Army Reserve deactivation, stating that the Township
has formed an LRA to study and recommend projects for the site.

Susan Caughlan, liaison for LRA, presented a slide show of the process using the following:
 Identify goals = Planning Elements.
 Comprehensive Plan goals
 Growth and Development goals
 Park land and recreation goals
 Open Space Plan
 Greenway Plan
 Current zoning and land uses

On March 21, 2007, the Methacton School District will make a public presentation for their
proposed use.

George Hill asked it the township’s actions will eliminate private sale of ground.

Jim Phillips asked what community groups are interested and if the Bookheimer family was
contacted to see if they are interested. He also asked Susan Caughlan what qualification she had
for handling the project and if she was getting paid.

James Rees, Merrybrook Road, representing the Historical Society, asserted that the society
supports township efforts to preserve the Army property and its history.

Stocky Allen asked about hazards or contaminants on property and if an inspection of lead paint
was conducted in the building constructed in 1978.

George Hill asked if Methacton School Board showed interest in the site.

Carol Allen inquired about the status of a under ground tunnel on site. Ms. Caughlan stated that
there was no such tunnel as far as anyone was aware.

Jay Rees asked what does Nike stand for.

Dorothy McGrane, representing the Farmer Union Horse Company, said the Company strongly
supports the township’s efforts to preserve the property.

Kim David, representing the Friends of Worcester, said that FOW supports efforts for open space
and park land on the site.

Gordon Todd, Chairman of Worcester Township Planning Commission, presented
recommendation to LRA after a site tour and inspection of the building. The WTPC supports the
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site for community development. A sewage treatment plant that serves DEC must be considered
and environmental issues may be involved. He supports a park at this site to leave Heebner Park
open and green. He indicated that the buildings are in good shape with sound concrete. The site
would be well-suited for a community library, school, satellite college, state police barracks. A
study to define costs of demolition or renovations is needed.

Leslie Margolis, 2600 Bean Road, inquired whether there are more opportunities for other
groups to comment, now or in the future.

Public Presentation closed at 9:15 PM

GENERAL PUBLIC COMMENTS
Vince Galet, 1585 Broadview Lane, adds support to use of Army base facility as a park. He
opposes a parking lot for buses.
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Comments from Residents Received Following Public Meeting of February 21, 2007

From: "Kim David" <KimDavid@davidbrothers.com>
To: "Susan Caughlan" <sgc@dca.net>
Subject: Re: Army base
Date: Thu, 22 Feb 2007 07:33:27 -0500

Susan,

Great presentation! Very informative and some interesting pictures.

Kim
______________________

From: "Janice Hutt" <janice.hutt@theavocagroup.com>
To: <sgc@dca.net>
Cc: "'Harold Hutt'" <Harold@reliancehomehealth.com>
Subject: Worcester North Penn Army Reserve Base
Date: Sat, 24 Feb 2007 23:37:35 -0500

Dear Susan:

Last week my husband Harold and I attended your presentation during the Board of Supervisor’s
meeting. We appreciated the overview of the history of that site and the outline of ideas for the future
use. We have been at 2720 Potshop, right across from the site, for 27 years. My husband’s family lived
on the corner of Berks and Potshop since the early 1900s.

There have been many changes to our township over these years and an enormous increase in the cut-
through traffic on Potshop. We would not support any use of that site that would increase traffic. The
entrance to the site is a very blind section of the road and cars go very fast on Berks. (As on many of our
township’s rural roads). Accidents at Bean and Potshop have been increasing each year. We would like
to see open-space preserved there and hope that the LRA will consider this.

I would be willing to help in any way if a committee is formed to determine the future of that site.

Thank you for your very professional presentation.

Kind regards,

Janice Hutt
610-584-6650
______________________

From: RTaylorCraven@aol.com
Date: Thu, 22 Feb 2007 13:41:21 EST
X-ASG-Orig-Subj: Army Site Tour
Subject: Army Site Tour
To: sgc@dca.net
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Sue,

We were very impressed with your presentation concerning the future redevelopment plans for the Army's
Training Center last night at the Worcester Supervisors Meeting.

We would be very interested in touring the site. If there is a time when other concerned folks are planning to tour
the site, we would like to be included on that tour.

Thank you very much for your time and consideration.

George H. Hill, Sr.
Randall Taylor-Craven

_________________

To: sgc@dca.net
Subject: Army Base Reuse
Date: Wed, 07 Mar 2007 19:29:53 -0500
From: angeubank@aol.com

Hi, Susan. I have a concern about using this Army Base for a park or some type of recreation facility.
Isn't this a Superfund site? If you need help pulling info on this as a Superfund site, I can be of
assistance. I was sure that you were aware and I'd like to see this as open space for the Township,
however, not if it's a superfund site. Thanks. Angela Eubank

Date: Fri, 09 Mar 2007 16:31:00 -0500

Susan. Thanks so much for clearing this up for me. I was thinking of the property on Trooper Road. As
usual, you are so on top of things. We are very fortunate to have someone like you keeping an eye on
what goes on in the Township. Thanks for getting back to me and doing such a great job.

Angela Eubank

________________
From: "Joan Harvey" <joanharvey@comcast.net>
Date: March 19, 2007

Ms. Susan G. Caughlan
Administrative Coordinator
North Penn US Army Reserve Center LRA
Worcester, PA

Dear Susan,

We live on Broadview Lane, Worcester Township, at the corner of Berks and Potshop Roads. Our home
was completed this past November. We moved to Worcester because we wanted to live in a quiet
community where we would not experience everyday the effects (noise, traffic, crime) of dense
population and sprawl. I should point out that building and owning a home in Worcester is a very
expensive commitment, but we had been told and read on Worcester’s website that “preservation of
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quality of life and open space is of paramount importance to the township,” so we proceeded. In the
process of buying our property and building our home, we have often wondered what would become of
the property which is the former North Penn Army Reserve Base. We had heard that perhaps a park
would be built there, possibly a nursing home or corporate facility, but most often we heard that the area
would be dedicated as open space. We were very disturbed to learn recently that the Methacton School
District is asking to relocate the district bus depot to the site.

As you know, Berks and Potshop Roads are popular cut-through roads to Routes 363 and 73, and
Township Line Road. Traffic at the intersection of the two streets is very heavy throughout the day,
especially in the mornings between the hours of 6:00 a.m. and 8:30 a.m. and from 3:00 in the afternoon
through rush hour. The buses will definitely be leaving the depot and returning during these busiest of
hours. The traffic volume will also be increased significantly by the bus drivers who have to drive to
and from the depot twice each day to get to their buses.

Some of the buses will leave the depot by turning left onto Berks Road. This is an almost impossible
feat. The cars moving along Berks Road in both directions go too fast for the buses to get out on Berks
which is a narrow street with poor visibility to begin with. There have been many serious accidents at
the intersection of Berks and Bean Roads because of speeding and poor visibility. Most of the buses
will leave the depot by turning right onto Berks Road; then drive the short distance to the intersection of
Berks and Potshop Roads. Berks Road is too narrow a road to accommodate buses coming and going in
both directions, and the intersection at Potshop is very tight with poor visibility. Cars coming from the
direction of Route 363 need to slow down significantly to make the left turn onto Berks, which is less
than a 90 degree angle, while watching for cars coming up the hill in the other direction. Buses need a
much longer clearance time to make a turn in front of opposing traffic, especially from a stop, so the
buses and cars will likely get tied up at the corner. This area slows to a crawl when the weather is bad.

It very well could be that the Army Reserve Base is a suitable property for the bus depot, but the roads
in this quiet section of the township simply were not built for this volume or type of traffic. We are
afraid that eventually traffic lights will need to be installed, which will further snarl the area. We are
also worried that eventually Berks Road will need to be widened. Worcester Township’s Open Space
policy states that “preserving open space is a core initiative in Worcester,” and “Worcester is working to
maintain the quality of life to which its residents have become accustomed.” Because of this issue, we
have become very concerned about our quality of life here. Further, we are concerned that our property
value will be severely diminished by the constant coming and going of buses, and by the added traffic
and noise directly in front of our home.

We are hoping that the LRA will decide that it will do what is best for the taxpayers of Worcester
Township, and find a more suitable use for the Army Reserve property. We look forward to seeing you
at the meeting.

Very truly yours,

Frank and Joan Harvey
1588 Broadview Lane
Norristown, PA 19403
484-437-4580

From: "Joan Harvey" <joanharvey@comcast.net>


